
SAFETY AT HOME
As the weather gets cooler and the days get
shorter, we typically spend more time
indoors. But remember – when relaxing at
home, never relax your safety standards.

Woodstove and fireplace safety
Curling up by a crackling fire or gathering around the warmth
of a stove can keep the chills at bay, but unless you make sure
your fuel-burning appliances are clean and safe, they can turn
quite deadly. Before turning up the heat:

✔ inspect and clean your chimney;
✔ check stovepipes and connections for a tight secure fit;
✔ check for creosote build-up that can catch fire;
✔ check walls for excessive heat;
✔ protect walls and floors from heat and sparks;
✔ watch for warning signs like corrosion or rust; and 
✔ when in doubt, call an expert.

The safest and most practical way to handle the annual
maintenance of your chimney, woodstove and fireplace is to
contact a certified chimney sweep. It is a relatively small
investment for peace of mind.

Furnace Inspections
Before firing up that propane, oil or natural gas furnace —
get it professionally inspected. Having a certified heating
contractor inspect your fuel-burning appliances is the first line
of defence against deadly carbon monoxide (CO).
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SAFETY IS UP TO YOU
www.safetyinfo.ca 
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Technical Standards and Safety Authority is an
innovative, self-funded non-government organization
focused on delivering enhanced public safety services. 

REMEMBER, SAFETY IS UP TO YOU! 
BE ON AUTUMNWATCH THIS SEASON.

T E C H N I C A L  S TA N D A R D S  &
S A F E T Y  AU T H O R I T Y

3300 Bloor Street West, 14th Floor, Centre Tower
Toronto, Ontario M8X 2X4
Tel: 416-734-3300
Toll-free (outside Toronto) 
1-877-682-8772 
Email: contactus@tssa.org
Website: www.tssa.org

Putting Public 
Safety First

ALL FUEL CONTRACTORS MUST BE 

REGISTERED WITH TSSA, SO IF UNSURE,

CALL 1-877-682-8772 FOR CONFIRMATION. 



With malls crowded and shoppers loaded
up, take extra care when riding
escalators. While escalators are both safe
and reliable, riders can fall and be injured
if playing around, overloaded with
strollers, luggage and bags or simply not
paying attention. A few friendly reminders
will keep you on your festive feet:
✔ step on and off with care;
✔ hold onto the handrails;
✔ always face forward;
✔ keep packages and handbags away from the handrails;
✔ make sure shoelaces or loose clothing do not get

caught along the sides or stair grooves; and
✔ when traveling with a stroller or mobility device, ask for

assistance or use an elevator where available.

Adopt a careful and courteous attitude. Pay extra attention
to small children and seniors. As a final safety measure,
keep an eye out for an escalator’s emergency stop buttons.

IN THE KNOW ABOUT CO?
When the air gets cooler, you may be
tempted to barbeque in the warm confines
of your garage. Now that is a deadly
mistake! Carbon monoxide (CO)
can gather in any enclosed area, so get in
the know. Practice these fuel safety tips:
✔ never barbeque in a garage, including an open door

garage, where paints, thinners, flammable cleaners and
gasoline vapours can ignite; always barbeque outdoors
to avoid combustible hazards and deadly CO poisoning;

✔ store fuel containers in a detached area such as a
garage or shed; keep them well away from heat
sources and direct sunlight;

✔ transport propane cylinders in an upright position; keep
them well secured in the vehicle and well ventilated;
and

✔ always store propane cylinders outdoors.

IF YOU CANNOT LOCATE THE LABEL OR HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS ABOUT UPHOLSTERED AND STUFF ARTICLES,
CONTACT TSSA TOLL-FREE AT 1-877-682-8772.

KEEP ON YOUR FESTIVE FEET

IT’S WHAT’S INSIDE THAT COUNTS
What your mother always told you, right? It could not ring truer,
particularly this holiday season. See that teddy bear you are
itching to buy that will melt your daughter’s heart? Well, it
could do much more than melt if not stuffed with the right
material. 

TSSA assists in protecting the public from potential hazards
related to the use of unclean or used upholstered and stuffed
articles. Under Ontario’s regulations, only new, clean filling
materials are to be used and properly labelled. Articles are
subject to inspection at any time from manufacturing to point-
of-sale, which may include routine representative sampling.
Working co-operatively with industry and stakeholders, TSSA
protects consumer safety and creates a level playing field for
manufacturers, importers and distributors of furniture,
mattresses, toys and more. 

So when wrestling your way through that throng of 
pre-Xmas shoppers, hunting for that perfect gift – remember:
it’s what’s inside that counts. Look for the provincial label: 
New Material Only. 


